
   
 

 

 

Fall 2024 Small-ship Adventure Travel News & Trends 

AdventureSmith Explorations is the global leader in small-ship, adventure cruise vacations. The company’s 

adventure specialists closely follow what’s happening in the travel industry and in the destinations where its 

expedition trips operate. 

 

Here are the travel booking and other trends they’re following: 

 

• Alaska has emerged as our #1 destination for 2024 after running neck and neck with Galapagos in 

2023. New Alaska vacation bookings in the first half of 2024 exceeded the previous year’s by over 

100%. With fresh cruise itineraries in Prince William Sound and Southeast Alaska, and a more mature 

fly-in lodge program in Denali National Park, we have more options than ever before to explore the 

Great Land. 

 

• Ecuador & the Galapagos are picking up pace as travelers look towards planning their vacations for 

the first half of 2025. AdventureSmith now offers Galapagos cruise itineraries aboard 34 unique 

small ships, the most in our history. Ecuador continues to be a safe, welcoming, and easy destination 

for our travelers – who rely on our deep expertise to experience the trip of a lifetime.  

 

• Great deals across the fleet for Antarctica 24/25 and 25/26 means NOW is the time to secure your 

preferred cabin and departure. See what Antarctica cruise deals are available now. 

 

• Dates for expedition cruises in 2027 are starting to be released. Plan ahead now for coveted dates, 

top cabin choices or charter cruises. AdventureSmith is already booking many travelers well into 

2026 for popular itineraries. 

 

NEWS & TRENDS 

AdventureSmith’s adventure specialists are following news and trends in adventure travel this fall and 

beyond that includes: 

 

• A new international airport is opening in Nuuk, Greenland’s capital, in November. This opens up new 

routes for ships and means easier access than ever before to the Arctic for North American travelers. 

We’ve already seen some Arctic cruise itinerary adjustments reflecting this development (for 

example, Toronto replacing Reykjavik as an expedition starting point). 

https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/1/5vuk7xg2ju27gfbarc8dtk3it/0/fdb2e3fd8e5138858f2f22137321bc7983c241f10e342f263c56c88dd47639c5
https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/1/5vuk7xg2ju27gfbarc8dtk3it/1/331a59006a891e71a885471105776976db7f640ed308c7265f3631e8471c3e92
https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/1/5vuk7xg2ju27gfbarc8dtk3it/2/42f13c3372637354cd48befd3a4052ad1180b0f8e1b67302a8f4385ad6d4d7d8
https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/1/5vuk7xg2ju27gfbarc8dtk3it/3/c583040625f8bf21bfb4d4b6346b2b5e2afbebae9972a31fe568440c5a038e45
https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/1/5vuk7xg2ju27gfbarc8dtk3it/4/90698bb49439e031606ea37f4a3c9d64b72f4c81081d2875d74fca2119128cd2


   
 

 

 

• The northern lights continue to impress as the 11-year solar cycle heads towards its expected peak in 

July 2025. Northern lights cruises have been a popular way to experience this phenomena and many 

new cruise options have been dedicated to this event. What many people don’t know is that you can 

also see the southern lights - look for a special departure of the Polar Circle Cruise on March 21, 2025 

focused on aurora viewing with a professor of astronomy and NASA scientist aboard. 

 

• Our Indonesia cruises will soon be easier to access as Indonesia is set to implement a new visa policy 

allowing tourists from 20 countries—including India, Australia, China, Japan, and the United States—

to enter without a visa. Aimed at boosting international tourism, the policy is expected to be 

finalized starting October 2024. This move is part of broader efforts to simplify travel to Indonesia 

and attract visitors in the post-pandemic era. 

 

• The advent of more activity-inclusive “basecamp” departures are great news for active Antarctica 

travelers looking for an extraordinarily immersive experience without added costs of booking 

individual activities. There are two notable arrivals (Antarctica All-Access for the 2024-25 season & 

Antarctica Active Cruise for the 2025-26 season). These join the already popular concept on the long-

running Antarctic Peninsula Basecamp Cruise, which is offering more departures than ever aboard 

three different ships due to the popularity. 

 

• There are more Antarctica fly-cruise options than ever taking off this November. In fact, there is an 

18% increase in departures scheduled for the upcoming season versus the 2023-24 season, and a 

30% increase in travelers able to access Antarctica via fly cruises over the same period. Options now 

abound to fly round-trip or cruise one-way, fly one-way. 

 

• The Patagonia cruising season starts now (September), with more dedicated Patagonia cruises than 

ever. There’s also an increase in Patagonia/Antarctica combo cruises coming for the 2025-26 season, 

e.g. this Antarctica & Patagonia cruise fully dedicated to the combo, along with the Active & Wild 

Antarctica Air Cruise &  Spirit of Antarctica Expedition that have introduced new extensions into 

Patagonia or the Chilean Fjords for the 25-26 season. 

 

• Culinary programming continues to trend aboard expedition cruises. A new standout is a special 

December 1, 2024 South Australia Cruise sailing with a focus on the region’s seafood, wine, whiskey, 

gin, mushrooms and other fare. Highlights include meeting with researchers from Australia’s 

foremost sustainable aquaculture venture on famed Kangaroo Island, tasting some of the local wild-

farmed abalone, and eating freshly caught Australian lobster in the traditional fishing outpost of 

Robe. 

https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/1/5vuk7xg2ju27gfbarc8dtk3it/5/240ae7755f000e2ffdf1e27e6bd21298305143fe983c98259e80e921bd89fa33
https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/1/5vuk7xg2ju27gfbarc8dtk3it/6/0db1f9f4f241902a97931fed2701b66bd782a44f379b83a2e10bb881b5d6baac
https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/1/5vuk7xg2ju27gfbarc8dtk3it/7/78599182a095e6dd4d1792cfda542ff91f3e2940971cbea87c74bb17e342c448
https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/1/5vuk7xg2ju27gfbarc8dtk3it/8/b54a2b53377b0115532a5d2c5dde4dbd75f43d9b84ddb237ae4435fcbce95b24
https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/1/5vuk7xg2ju27gfbarc8dtk3it/9/956f671f93a28d1122ea00f9259c2b60d0392ba808e1983d1f453b379e1fd09c
https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/1/5vuk7xg2ju27gfbarc8dtk3it/10/f6a09817ad0b789c24fe4da6b57373380fe6e2e8ea20f9e5f4b25ce73dcc3393
https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/1/5vuk7xg2ju27gfbarc8dtk3it/11/0f2d0790dc8f9d88073d2bc0c2bd06ebac7387d5f458aad416ef4d7425a86715
https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/1/5vuk7xg2ju27gfbarc8dtk3it/12/f46b905fdcd002361c6921928176bcc9012f35136f5dc5f16277c4fa50244aff
https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/1/5vuk7xg2ju27gfbarc8dtk3it/13/604774fe833f5ec3e6267380620c5b62a8e15882a2f830c1139dcf8d3d9fa536
https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/1/5vuk7xg2ju27gfbarc8dtk3it/14/1e908cd52da117c427020d2a0470c50bd20839512c39fd442ebbc0043ba47a0e
https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/1/5vuk7xg2ju27gfbarc8dtk3it/14/1e908cd52da117c427020d2a0470c50bd20839512c39fd442ebbc0043ba47a0e
https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/1/5vuk7xg2ju27gfbarc8dtk3it/15/9c451c8405aedb0972ce20c4884144c6a8150f461b8659e11eb0d62658d5095e
https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/1/5vuk7xg2ju27gfbarc8dtk3it/16/08dc61c1279fe8bf78b101fab725146ff8ce21066466cb538146fe18489ce0a3


   
 

 

 

WHERE ADVENTURESMITH’S ADVENTURE SPECIALISTS ARE HEADED 

AdventureSmith’s team of travel experts are often onboard the trips they recommend. Here’s where the 

team is headed next: 

 

• September 2024: Sailing aboard a longtime favorite yacht in the Galapagos Islands and a bestseller in 

Alaska, plus attending a travel industry trade show in Ecuador. 

• October & November 2024: Attending travel industry trade shows in Panama, Costa Rica and Alaska. 

• December 2024: Cruising the Galapagos Islands aboard a family favorite small ship. 

 

The AdventureSmith Explorations team are experts in small-ship adventure cruise travel and are happy to 

provide perspective on a variety of topics. View the company’s spokesperson topics and feel free to reach out 

with questions. 
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https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/1/5vuk7xg2ju27gfbarc8dtk3it/17/f7ae0785996b408290d1fd733224dcbd999a75eb565377ad7fe63db478bd1065

